
Convention Schedule At-A-Glance

Convention Program Highlights
Monday, March 14
Opening General Session

The NGFA long has been recognized as 
the leading organization representing 
the interests of agricultural shippers 
and receivers. As such, the association 
has built key relationships with U.S. 
railroads, and the NGFA convention is 
an annual gathering spot for shippers 
and receivers to meet with their rail 
carriers to discuss and resolve business 
issues. Matt Rose, chairman and CEO, 
BNSF Railway, will share his views on 
the railroads’ service to U.S. agriculture 
and the business climate for rail transportation.

NGFA Chairman’s Address – At 
the conclusion of his fi rst year 
as the NGFA’s elected industry 
chairman, Hal Reed, president, grain 
and ethanol group, The Andersons 
Inc., will deliver the traditional 
chairman’s address focusing on 
major accomplishments of the 
association and challenges facing 
the industry in the year ahead.

Sunday, March 13
10 a.m. – Noon Executive Committe (closed)

12:30 – 1:30 p.m. Country Elevator Committe 

1– 3 p.m. Committee Meetings (Open to all unless 
otherwise noted.)

 • Grain Grades and Weights
 • International Trade/Agricultural Policy
 • Trade Rules Committee

1:30 – 3 p.m. • Rail Shipper/Receiver (closed)

1:30 – 3 p.m. • Open Forum on Financing and 
  Capital Availability (Hosted by Country 
  Elevator and Finance and Administration 
  Committees)

3:30 – 5:15 p.m. • Biofuels 
 • Biotechnology
 • Feed Legislative/Regulatory Affairs
  Committee & Feed Manufacturing & 
  TechnologyCommittee & Feed & Animal 
  Agriculture Strategic Issues Committee 

• Risk Management
 • Waterborne Commerce

3:30 – 5:15 p.m. • Rail Open Forum (Hosted by Rail   
 Shipper/Receiver Committee)

6 – 7:30 p.m. CoBank Welcome Reception
 

Monday, March 14

6:30 – 8 a.m. Idea-Exchange Continental Breakfast

7 – 8 a.m. • Membership and Marketing Committee
 • Rail Arbitration Rules Committee

8 – 11:30 a.m. Grand Opening General Session

Noon – 6 p.m. NGFF Classic Golf Tournament
 Riverwalk Golf Club

Afternoon Tours

6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Reception (Hosted by Bunge North America Inc.)

Evening: Open for Private Receptions and Dinners

Tuesday, March 15
6:30 – 8 a.m. • Arbitration Appeals Panel
 • Joint Agroterrorism/Facility Security 
  Committee

6:30 – 8 a.m. Idea-Exchange Breakfast

7 – 8 a.m. Finance and Administration Committee

8 a.m. – Noon General Session

Afternoon Tours

Noon – 3:30 p.m. Board of Directors Lunch/Meeting

6 – 7 p.m. Reception

7 – 10 p.m. “Banquet on the Beach”
 Featuring the Surf City All-Stars
 

Sunday, March 13
The Country Elevator Committee and Finance and 
Administration Committee will co-host an Open Forum 
on “Financing and Capital Availability for 2011.”  A panel 
discussion will delve into the current market situation of 
high commodity prices and huge borrowing needs.  How 
well are lenders positioned to respond?  What are lenders 
looking for from their customers?  How does the fi nancial 
situation in the production sector impact agribusiness?  
And what can grain hedgers do to avoid common fi nancing 
pitfalls?  An all-star panel includes Bob Egerton, eastern 
regional president, CoBank; Elizabeth Hund, senior vice 
president, USBank; Doug Stark, Farm Credit Services of 
America; and Michael Stewart, Faegre & Benson LP.

The Rail Shipper/Receiver Committee will host a second 
Open Forum featuring Dan Elliott, chairman of the 
federal Surface Transportation Board, who will speak on 
national rail policy issues.  In addition, John Gray, senior 
vice president, Association of American Railroads, will 
discuss Positive Train Control technology from a railroad 
perspective.

MATT ROSE

HAL REED


